Buffalo Bill Cody

· Buffalo Bill was born William Fredrick Cody in Iowa.  Cody’s father was a “free soiler” and moved to Kansas in attempt to help make it a free state.  While Cody’s father was giving an anti-slavery speech, a proslavery supporter stabbed him.  Later he died the injuries he suffered because of the stabbing.

· Buffalo Bill had many jobs before he started his famous Wild West Show, he was a Pony Express Rider, and he served in the 7th Kansas Calvary regiment for the Union.  Later he served for the US Army as an Indian scout.

· It took Annie two attempts to become a member of the Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show.  Buffalo Bill later introduced Annie to the other show entertainers.  He said, “This little missy here is Miss Annie Oakley.  She is to be the only white woman with our exhibition.  And I want you boys to welcome and protect her.”

· Cody often referred to Annie as “Li’l Missy” and Annie often referred to him as “The Colonel.”  Annie said that Cody was the kindest-hearted most loyal man she had ever met, and also the softest touch.  She said that Buffalo Bill always kept a pitcher of lemonade by his tent so that he could serve refreshments to visiting children.

· Annie usually was second in the act because Buffalo Bill used her to warm up the audience to the sound of gunfire.  Later a press agent for Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show said that Annie “Was a consummate actress, with a personality that made itself felt as soon as she entered the arena.”

· In 1883, Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show featured parades, staged races, sideshows, feats of skill, with staged battles between Native Americans and US Army.  The Wild West Show was very diverse with Turks, Gauchos, Arabs, Mongols, Cossacks, and Native Americans.

· Even though Buffalo Bill got his famous nickname from exploiting buffalo, in later years Buffalo Bill pushed for environmental issues such as conservation of buffalo hunting and Native American rights and women.   Cody killed many buffalo and sold the meat to ship to Chicago.

· Before Buffalo Bill Cody died, Annie and Frank Butler took a cross-country road trip to see Cody.  He died January 10, 1917 and was buried on Colorado’s Lookout Mountain West of Denver.

